Persuasive Introductory Essay

Active student engagement in learning is vital in the classroom.  Learning must hit above the recall level for the material to have any real impact on a student.  New theories suggest that simple rote memorization will not cut it; a student must be actively engaged in their learning and a large part of that is independent learning.  However, very little independent learning will occur if a student is a poor reader.  Whatever the classroom, a student needs to not only be able to read but to master reading; nowhere in the school is this more applicable than in the English room.


Before I address the role of content literacy further in the English class, I must state my view of the English class as a whole.  I see the subject of English (or Language Arts) as having two main emphases that are used in preparing young students to be active and able members of our society: the first writing, and the second Literature.  

Writing entails more than paper and pen, it is composing a reaction to a topic and organizing your thoughts into a coherent piece that others can understand.  This is vital no matter what future goals the students might have – to be able to analyze a situation, come up with their on views and take action.  The second emphasis, Literature, is important in exposing students to other worlds outside their own.  Giving them a glimpse of how other cultures behave, Literature can be the ticket out of their current life.  


The above purposes could not be reached if a large emphasis was not placed on content literacy.  A large amount of time should be taken in assessing students’ reading abilities, so that they can become more proficient.  Simple reading techniques that most avid readers take for granted would take two minutes to explain and have a lifetime effect on a student’s life.

Core Text Lesson

In EDP 4203, I created a 5-day lesson plan and incorporated a core text lesson.  The students were assigned to read a speech from the textbook silently, as I played an audiotape of it being read.  This was preceded by a lesson on appeals to logic and appeals to emotion in persuasive speech / writing.  To help the students read I provided some of the following assistance:

PRE READING

· Setting the purpose

· Activate background knowledge

· Providing direction

READER TEXT INTERACTION

· Prompt active response to reading

POST READING

· Extend and elaborate ideas from the text
· Reinforce text ideas
Mini-Lecture: We are about to read a speech delivered by Patrick Henry to the Virginia Convention on page 102 of your textbook.  To give a quick synopsis of what was going on at the time, the British had closed the port of Boston and inaugurated other harsh measures referred to as the “Intolerable Acts.”  When the First Continental Congress protested these acts, the British Crown relieved the Colonies of taxation on a number of conditions.  One of the conditions was that the colonists fully supported British rule and contribute toward the maintenance of British troops in America, whose numbers were increasing greatly.  On March 20, 1775, the VA House of Burgess held a convention to decide how to respond to the growing British military threat.  On March 23, after several speeches in favor of compromise with the British, Patrick Henry rose to defend his decision to take up arms. (It worked!) Read silently along with the audio recording of the speech.  Use the paper I am passing out to jot down in the left column H’s logical reasons for wanting war.  In the right column, write down his emotional appeals. (When finished) Everyone break up into groups of 5, now in your groups I want you to compare your findings.  Add to your list any that you didn’t notice.  Also as you look over your lists and others – put a (() next those appeals that you find most effective.  Place an “x” next to appeals that strike you as deceptive or faulty.  After 15 min we will discuss as a class your findings. 

LESSON PLAN

(Taught in class)

Subject Area: _______English II and English IV_____________

Lesson:_____Text Impressions__________________________
I. Objective


TSW create a story using set words.

II. Focus/Anticipatory set/Attention Getter


Write words on board taken from a Romeo and Juliet spoof.
III.  Teacher Explanation

Explain to students that they will be given 30 minutes to write a story using the words off the board in the order that they appear.  

IV.  Guided Practice and Assessment


Give example, create a story using first three words, encourage students to be creative and explore different meanings of a word, for example – babes could mean “hot chicks,” “Babies,” or two pigs both named “Babe.”

V.  Independent Practice and Assessment


Give students time to create their stories, walk around room and assist if needed.  When finished allow several students to read their stories, then read original story that the words came from.  Discuss with class the stories that were similar, those that were not.  Give brief lecture on the spoof explaining that Shakespeare is not impossible to understand, in a lot of ways he is writing about the same things we see in today’s books, movies, and music – death, love, suicide, familial strife etc…  Emphasize that what is different is the style Shakespeare used – it was a style that wasn’t exactly “comfortable” for the people of the time, he often made up his own words, and played with word meaning.

VI.  Closure


In summary, Shakespeare’s writings are modern day stories in a little bit of a disguise, the key is being able to remove the disguise and find the story within!

Reflections after teaching the lesson plan:

The above lesson plan was implemented with no preparation in two of the classes I observed, a Junior and Senior class; I have attached the writings from both classes.  In comparing the two, it is interesting how the Juniors had more freedom in straying from normal “boy meets girl” stories.  I think this is a fun activity and a good idea to do when introducing difficult texts to the class.  The Juniors had a harder time time understanding the directions, and were more apprehensive going in.

Six Examples of Literacy Strategies in the 

English Class

Self- Reflection

In coming into the class I really had no expectations.  I was really confused when I saw that there was a wide range of content areas.  So, of course, I am leaving the class with much more knowledge than I had in entering it.  What I would have liked more, or what I thought would have been more beneficial, is if you would focus on fewer strategies, but really gone in depth with them.  I look forward to using the strategies that I do have a good knowledge of in the future, whatever level I end up teaching.  

There were two strategies that I liked the best, the first is the Story Impressions, which I was able to use in two classes when the teachers had nothing planned.  I also liked the Zoom In – Zoom Out strategy and was hoping to use it in the classroom, but was unable to do so.  

As an English teacher, content literacy is at the center of everything I will teach – and I think being aware of the challenges that teachers face in the classroom will help me be better prepared.  Though many students and faculty question the usefulness of the observations at Fox Tech, I think that they are good in allowing students to see the challenges that wait for them.  Knowing that a third of my students may be at a third grade reading level, could save me months of agonizing over students ”not getting” what I teach.  Now I am prepared to go into any class, and take time to assess each students reading abilities, and offer them various strategies to help them become proficient.

Student Attitude Survey

On the following pages I have attached Student Attitude Surveys that I passed out to the 10th, 11th, and 12th grade classrooms, I went ahead and compiled the results onto one page per grade.  I was surprised to find that most students seemed confident about their reading comprehension levels and note taking skills.  I wonder if all the questions were clear to the students because a large majority in each class checked neutral for most of the questions.
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