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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to investigate the effects language contact has had on the languages, and consequently the social climate, of Moldova.  Building on Donald Dyer’s (1996) examination of the impact of Russian language on the Moldovan during the Soviet period, I expand upon it to include the post Soviet impacts of Russian on Moldovan.  Focusing on the influence of Russian on the Romanian of Moldova and the recent shift from Moldovan to Romanian as a national language, I use personal interviews from Moldovan natives from both Russian and Romanian speaking families as well as an examination of three areas of potential language influence – lexicon, morphology and morphosyntactic calquing.  This paper examines the strong connection between identity and language in this bilingual country with a consideration of the role prestige has played and continues to play.  

